T WHOLE DAM BUSINESs,

Mr, Willard Writes & Chupter on the His-
tory of the Uelebrated Baxter Dam.

Eprror News: In perusing the col-
wmns of your lust week's issue I no-
tiand an article entitled “A Decision
Asked For.”" Lot us look at these dif-
ferences on the other side n lide and
see if some one hax not made xome
mistake. With yvonr permission I will
try wud explain a litthe in my own be-
half wind then compare notes with the
city council in regurd to the dum busi-
HOSS,

In the first place, the ity contracted
with e for wy cights at the old il
anl was to give we 75 horse power for
009 venrs st a point west of the <lough
without any expeuse 1o me, and suid
power was 10 be furnished by eably,
andl city was also 1o settle with Stone
& Gove and let Gannt, Maupin & Co.
have power to run a 500-barrel mill w
half the cost of steam power, 'The
citizens hell a mass weeting at which
Munpin got ap wod made a gpesch
sy ing that it was very binportant thut
the city shoukd soutrol the waler pow-
er at Baxter Springs, by sll meins,
He also suid thyt their company had
sixty thoustinl dollars to put into a
mill,  That statement exeited the peo-
ple very much.  Then in abhout two
weeks Me. Manpin eame over again
und mads aother speech 1o our people
and said ro the citizens of Baxter thal
he was the wan who onglt o vonirol
the Baxter water power. It wonld be
all vight in his hauds but ot in mine,
or any other Individusl’s,  Of conrse
he would be more liberal in gsupplying
power than auyone else, and he said
his company had the waterial, or near-
Iy all of it on hands, to build the dam,
awd if Baxter would douste ubout
enough to build & dam and mill to his
company they would undertake to
build one. ‘T'hen the city did agree to
give them $5,000 in bonds.

At the same time I was in the coun-
cil, and vou can see how my vote was
cust. 1t wus aguiust the bouds, and
while Maupin humbugged the people
ke did not humbug me at all. He rep-
resented himself a8 being u practical
miller und as vuderstanding all about
a flouring mill, when he knew nothing
about one and had vever had anything
to do with one, but had a third iuter-
est fn a steam sawmill in Missouri,
never having worked it himself. He
kuew nothing about a mill.  When
the city turned their contract over 1o
Gaunt, Maupin & Co. he was to setlle
with Stone & Gove and I supposed
that he had settled with them until
the fivst lawsuit was begun, I heard
that Maupin had settled with notes
and that they were deposited in the
Baxter bank, When I heard that Mr.
Maupin had failed I went to Stoue
and asked him if he was properly se-
cured and lie said that he was satisfied
with what he bad; that Maupin was
perfectly good, and T snpposed he had
good security or he would not have
answered as he did.

When My, Maupin first came here I
wrole 1o the commercial agency at 8t.
Louis for their commercial standing
and learned that they had nothing but
what was mortgaged for all its worth.
1t sume of the other people here had
done the same they would not have
laﬁen as much stock in them as they
did.

Now, let us go back again and see
how this thing commenced. When
we first began lalking about this dam
it was for the 500-barrel mill. We
could nut vote bonds for a mill, but
could for water works. Our altorney
said we could vote for water works
and manufacturing purposcs, so they
made & catspaw of water works to
get the bonds to build adam and &
toll bridge across Spring river,

As I had a ferry boat and controlled
the ford and a mill above, it was nee-
essary 1o have a lease from me in order
to make people cross on the bridge
und when they got further on they
wantel me to come into the city,
wanted me 1o sign a petitition to that
effect and I would not.  And they
said “We will put you into the city
Jimite auyhow,” so they went abead
and did as they pleased ; but I think
that will be considered hereafter.

About this time I becamea very
obnoxious man snd have been very
hard to control ever since. In the first
place I never geve my consent tv put
the dam where it is. Tt was to have
been put within forty feet of the old
ferry cable. There I owned the land
on both sides of the river, but some
thought they zould put it below my
land aud have sowe land coudemued.

Most of the people think that the
land was condemned by the city, but
it was not; sud a city can ouly con-
demn for cerigin purposes, lo-wil:
For cemetery purposes, for & -
house, fuor streets and alleys, and for
waler works. There is no law to take
one man’s property and give it to an-
other for manufacturing purposes.

Now Gaunt, Maupin & Co. attempt-
ed to bave two und a gquarter acres
copdemudd, and then they would have

me by the heels, as * thought, but
1# wore mistakon. r lives were
too short. They felled and pasigmed

to F. 8. Heffernan of Springfield, Mo,,
a lawyer, and_ be came over here and

~wanted a litile more from the city to

compicte the dam. Then the dam was
in & bad condition, and if there had
been a raise in the river it would have
aut a chunnel outside of the abutments
snd caused great damsge. There
wanld bave Leen as much more dam
ta build as before they begun, and 1
sopposed 1o a luwyer having avy-
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koew nothing about dam building;
s0 I began to Kick worse than ever,
But he went on, fiuished up the dam,
then stopped and said be had done all
e would do. He saw he had made a
mistake, and then the city saw a spec-
ulation in it und paid $2,600 in bonds
for hns interests, And what were his
interests?  He did not even have
lease, nor unybody else—nothing but
w contruct for a lease. T wanted to
give a lease and had Mayor Opperman
write o thut effect, and they wrote
that they had a lease, sending the con-
trnet for one. I took it to Judge
Webb und he said that T was right,
and if they wanted a lease they bad
better get one made,

After the city got control of the
power I tried to get my power, but
gol no satisfaction until sfier they had
tried all ountsiders that they kuew of
and had written to all they could henr
of, and then finally found a man by
the name of T. J. Bloom, who lived in
Ohio, who sgreed to build a mill with
J. W. Morrisou. Morrison would not
tuke the chance, bat came to me wnd
proposed to build a mill if T would o
inwith him. I told him I would and
we begun in a few days and built one
thar you are all proud of,

The city agreed to pay me §2,000 if
I would take my power a! the dum in-
stead of west ot the slongh. T did so.
Now all I ask is for them to do as they
agreed to, but they have waked up 1o
a seuse of duty and say they are doue
with the dum business unless I will
give them & deed to all the wmill prop-
erty, und huve made some prepositions
to-wit: lst. Willard quit claim to
city all his interest in the two ucres at
the cast end of dam, two acres at west
end of dum and about two acres north
of road, aud release city from ull
claims.  City to furnish bim (Willard)
75 horse power so long as he keeps up
a mill there, City to settle with Stone
& Gove. 2d4. Willard settie one-hall
of Stone & Gove claim and make the
conveyance above and city will pay
him $2,000 and give him 75 horse pow-
er. 3d. Willard furnish city 55 horse
power for water works, permit all par-
ties tl!li)lelg power there to continue un-
distur and withont expeuse pay
off Stone & Gove claims and release
city from all claims, city to convey to
Willard all its interests in the dam.

Now these propositions sound like
the story about the white man and In-
dian going hunting and llilreeinﬁ to
divide the game equally. They killed
a turkeyv and a crow. ¥I’be white man
suid to the Indian “You take the crow
and I'll take the turkey, or else I'll
take the turkey and you take the
crow.”

Stone & Gove’s claim is about §5,300
and the dam and wheels can be put in
to give ar much power as we have al
present for that amount. We only
have 96 horse power, and the city paid
over $6,000 for putting in the forebay
and wheels. At this time My, Morri-
son was agent for the Laffell wheel, as
good a wheel, which could have been
put in for less than one-fourth of what
they paid to put in these wheels. Mr.
Morrison and I tried to get them to
put in the Laflell wheels but they
would not, and offered Morrison $200
if he would keep his mouth shut about
the wheels, but lie came up and told it
to one of the contracting parties, and
these assertions were made public by
W. B. Spencer at one of their weet-
ins, but the wheels went in just the
same.

1 did all I conld to keep the city
from being swindled. I got the name
of being the worst kind of a kicker,
opposed to all public improvements.
I am opposed to spending three dollars
of city money for one dollar’s worth
of work and now I am ready to do as
I agreed to in the first place—give the
Jeuse and take what was promised n.e.
And now who is (o blame? The city
council says “No, we caunot do that.”
They say I must give a deed to all the

vound and mill and they will give a
E:aue to me. That is something I will
never do unless they pay me for iL
All T ask is for the council to do as
they ugreed to,

At one time Mr. Harvey came to me
and said rhey had no money to pay,
and as T would vot take the serip they
had he wauted to know if T would not
make a contract to give them sixty
days to raise the money, I to make a
quit claim deed and deposit them in
the Baxter Dank. So we made the'
contract and signed it up and I took &
copy home. 1 saw that it said noth-
ing about sixty days so I never depos-
wed the papers, and the coutract was
not completed until they were deposit-
ed: It ended right there nud now the
council know they have stepped out-
side their jurisdiciion, and they know
that I cannot compel the city to keep
up my power, as the city council first

reed to do, I cannot afford to give
& deed to my property unless they can
give me sowe security that they will
do what they agree to. The city had
that contract recorded. The contract
is all right except making the deed
and I know that if I am compelled to
make a deed they will be compelied to
do what agreo to, but I do not see
why a lense is not suffictent I they fn-
tend to do as they agree to. All 1
wanl is a leverage to compel them 1o
do what they agree to. If they do not
keep up my power I can forfeit the
lease, and that isall the protection I
have, and in looking over that pream-
bie and resolution I see the conucil
say that T to convey to Gauut,
Maupin & certain tracts of land.
1 so will the councilbe kind enough

' al . -
Y s Tt
1 ‘\“.
"o
s

o e Wi |-

.“.
«1 4

thing to do with the dam, because he

o produce (hat contract 7 T say that
is fulse. 1 wever agreed to anything
but u lease, If that is what Is meant
I am ready to mukeithat lease at any
time when the council will do their
part,

T'he council says it became necessa-
ry Tor the city to but* Maupin und ns-
wigns out and complete the dam. Mr.
Heffurnan completed (he dum. It is
also stuted thyt A. Willard is using 75
horse power, ~ If so where does the
Buxter Springs Mfg. Co. get their
power, with but 96 horse power alto-
gether? The manufacturing compa-
ny are using as much as Iam and the
electric Jight company are using v8
much as we are.  Now, il yon give
me 70 horse power there will only be
21 horse power lefl.

Now, gentlemen, will you be kind
enongh totell me how I drove your
manulactories away and what they
were? 1 have no knowledge of any.
You say vou have made liberal offers
uid et with refusals every tme.
Now, readers, vou have vead o copy of
all the offers they Lave made, If they
are liberal, for God’s sake 1 don’t want
WOV more ‘ikc them.

Let us look alittle further. What
did the Quaker Valley mill dam cost ?
Did you ever inquive? Tt was built
when native luniber was sold tor $3.50
wr hundred and it ouly cost about

3000, When the Daxter dam was
built the lumber could be bought for
$2 per hundred, a little more than hall
what it cost when Morguu's dam was
tuilt.  His dam was wine feet high
and the Baxter dam sahout seven feet
eight inches. Now will you please
tell me why this vast diflerence in the
cost of the two dams should be? Did
yon do it honestly, or was it through
ignoranee? If the latter wounld it not
have been better had you never com-
menced? And now after you think
you liive got somebody into trouble
you want to pull out the dam.

You sent a man to Topekn to get a
special act through the legislature to
issue $10,000 worth of bouds for fuund-
ing indebtedness, and in the statement
you sakd the city owed me $2,000 and
Stone & Gove $2,000. Where has this
money been all of this time? Why
bave you not scttled these claims and
taken your lesse according to contract
and had this thing all settied long ago
and had the shores of Spring river
lined with factories ?

If I had been a councilman and paid
$15,000 for $35,000 worth of labor und
material 1 would want to hide my
head. And then talk about the liberal
offers you have made me.

I do not want to blame the present
council for these extravagances, but I
do think past expericnce ought to
teach~he city council that water pow-
er handled by inexperienced men is
very, very expensive,

A. WILLARD,

POINTS OF INTEREST.

During my recent trip to St. Louis
I have sdded many new and useful
novelties, druggists’ sundries, cte., to
my drug sluct.

The largest, firest and cheapest line
of sponges ever brought to the city.

Try the new perfume “PriMrose.”

See the new line of toilet soaps.

I'ye largest, cleanest und best line of
drugs and chemicals in the county.

Watches, clocks, go)d pens and all
kinds of jewelry at acipal cost price.

Watches and clocks repaired on
short notice and work positively war-
ranted.

Having secured the services of the
polite and efficient druggist, Clare Mc-
Fadden, my prescription and drug de-
partment will be in his charge and
your prescriptions wiil receive carcful
and prompt attention iu the future.

Prescriptious filled at all Lours of
the night.

Fine cigars & specialty.

All kinds of smoking snd chewing
tobacco. Reapectlully,

J. G PorstER,

BURGLARY.

During Wednesday night Dr.
Gregg's slore was entered by burglars.
The robbers cffected an eutrance by
removing & puns of glass from a back
winrdow which enabled them 1o re-
move two spikes and raise the sash.
They secured about §7 in money from
Dr. Gregy, » few digars und perbaps
other articles of small value, Mr
Kane lost two watch movements, a re-
volver and seversl oflier articles of Jit-
tle value, The rv went through
pesrly every dra and case on the
soutl side of the store, probably in
search of a suck of money.  They left
them open awd the goods in a very un-
settled conditiod. The parties evi-
dently live wot far away else they
would have taken the silverware nnd
many other valuable goods that were
out,

BRANDED AS A LIE,

The following letter fully explains

itself:
CoLuMBUS, Kn? Oet. 30, 1890.

Epiror News: desire 10 say
thirongh the columns of Your paper
that the statement contsined in the
Kausas City Sundvy Sun of Oct. 26,
1890, in reference 1o myself, is abso-
lately false; and T herchy brand the
statement as a willful, malicious lie
and published only for campaign pur-
poses. xud by & jperson fov cowardly
to affix his own #ignature 10 the same,
snd ask that it u#unm in
bome papers. . R. Cowwxy.
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GOODS AT

Exhibition
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Store of J.J. FRIBLEY &

in BAXTER

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 4,

From 10 o'clock a. m. to 5 o'clock p. m, B v
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THE WIRE GAUZE OVEN DOOR.
Those who have Charter Ouk Stoves, or may wish to buy one with Wire: 8
Gauze Oven Doors, may learn some facts that may prove advantageous and

those who contemplate purchasing a stove soon can be practically informed:
why the CHARTER OAK is considered by all us the BEST.

ROASTING.

There is not a cooking stove or range made, except the Charter Oak, but:

what the shrinkage is forty per cent.

oven will weigh but six pounds when done.
of the juice, which is the vital part of the meat off of which we live. Bat.

cooked in the Charter Oak, with Wire Gauze Oven Doors, it will weigh nine- ., - :
and one-hull pounds. No basting or attention required. And BREAD a1
will be a quarter larger, keep forever, and one of its peculiar featuresis =~ =

It is done in the oven without smell, smoke or turning. Steaks cooked
in five minutes, top sud bottom at the same time, uging the round stesk,
and it will be more juicy than tenderloin cooked over the coals.

that it will never mould.

NEAT MARKET!

J. M. English & Co.

FRESH AND SALT MEATS

ot all Kinds Constantly on Hand.

Poultry, Fish and Game in
Their Season.

Casit Pamp vror Hipes aAxp PeLys,

Merker, the Tailor,

INVESTMENT CO. BUILDING,

BAXTER SPRINGS, KANSAS.

Notice of Appointment—Admin-
istrator.
State of Kansas, Cherokee mnng. 58,

In the matter of the estute of Ellen Mann, late
of Cherokee county, Kunsas,

Notloe e lunrb”!u. that on the 7th day ol
October, A D. , Ihe underiigned was, by
the PProbate Court of Cherokee county, s,
duly appointed and qualified as sdmimsirator of
the estate of Ellen Munn, late of Cheroker onnn-
1y, deeensed. All parties interested in satd es-
tute will take notioe and govern themselves nc-
cordingly. .M, WILLIAMS,

Admnistrator.
(Firat published Oct. 16.)

J.P. HARTLEY,
Practical Auctioneer

—POR THE—

City of Baxter Springs &l
pand Cherokee County.

Leave orders at the News office.
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12 years in Chicags.
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Caranie, Neovous and “Special s
paven” menitnal Wenknesa (wish!
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thood, Ulrers ond Swellings ol every
winnd, Uzinmy Dincases, and in fect’
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or monty relunded, Chis low, ey
e?-gounﬂ. I.‘anrri-m-.t:a llnrimuh All med-
Clues Aro guaraniond w Le pure
bty eoam ponnded u} m}" perrfectly o
s’ {rag sioron 1o b ¢ umoerialn
Mo running to ¢ rom to liy
preses i ionse mhr;" No mereury or injarious
“a . No deten from busy
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A ten pound roast cooked in a tight
This loss is in the shrinkage

PHYSICIANS,

Dn. A. J. McCLELLAN,
HYSICIAN AND SURGKON. Ofice and i
tmldnu two blocks west of Baxter L

DR. E. A. McFADDEN, , -
%c:ttn .nl;l.) BURGEON, s agsin { -
ing his hznlun. Office st residence cormerof’ '
Neosho and Lincoln streets,
—
ATTORNEYS AT LaWwW.
W.M. MATHENY,
ATTOENET-LT-L&W » Baxter Bll'i'lil, Ean-—
=8, Notary Publie.

Samuel H. Smith,

Attorney-at-Law,
Baxter SBprings, Kan.
Notary Public. 2
C. G. HORNOR, =
TTORNEY AT LAW and U i:i Commis.- :
Bank bullding. ot
W. H. HORNOR,
TTORNEY AT LAW. Oflice in Drovers
and Farmers .

Bank
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SELZ, ScHWAB & (0.,

CHIGCAGO.

BEST OFI.:lmEARTl-lf;
$2.00.
J.M.COOPER -

SOLE AGENT. e
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Thankful for past favors W. D.
PENNICE sunocunces thar he is at
the old stand, where he s ready at .
times 1o deliver conl of the best guals = =
ity st bed-rock prices 1o all his old =
costomers, and fuviles xs Wmany new -
ones us possible 1o call and see himat =
the vard or leave orders with Cooper
& Nodgkine, Brewster Bros., or O. No* !:,-.
Beldwin swd they will receive fms 5
mediate attention.  Terms cash, ang.
vo mistake. 5

W. D. PENNICK: ~
AXLE GREASE.
ket deg WETHOCT & WIVAL:

have® ' be .
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